Psalm and Readings Thursday 16th October 2025

Psalm 79

Give ear, O my people, to my teaching;
incline your ears to the words of my mouth.

O God, the nations have come into your

inheritance;
they have defiled your holy temple;
they have laid Jerusalem in ruins.

They have given the bodies of your servants
to the birds of the air for food, the flesh of your
faithful to the wild animals of the earth.

They have poured out their blood like water
all around Jerusalem,
and there was no one to bury them.

We have become a taunt to our neighbours,
mocked and derided by those around us.

How long, O Lord? Will you be angry for ever?
Will your jealous wrath burn like fire?

Pour out your anger on the nations
that do not know you, and on the kingdoms
that do not call on your name.

For they have devoured Jacob
and laid waste his habitation.

Do not remember against us the iniquities of our
ancestors;
let your compassion come speedily to meet us,
for we are brought very low.
Help us, O God of our salvation,
for the glory of your name; deliver us,
and forgive our sins, for your name’s sake.
Why should the nations say,
‘Where is their God?’
Let the avenging of the outpoured blood of your
servants be known among the nations
before our eyes.

Let the groans of the prisoners come before you;
according to your great power preserve those
doomed to die.

Return sevenfold into the bosom of our
neighbours the taunts with which they taunted
you, O Lord!

Then we your people, the flock of your pasture,
will give thanks to you for ever;
from generation to generation we will recount
your praise.

2 Chronicles 13:1 - 14:1

In the eighteenth year of King Jeroboam, Abijah
began to reign over Judah. He reigned for three
years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was
Micaiah daughter of Uriel of Gibeah.

Now there was war between Abijah and
Jeroboam. Abijah engaged in battle, having an
army of valiant warriors, four hundred thousand
picked men; and Jeroboam drew up his line of
battle against him with eight hundred thousand
picked mighty warriors. Then Abijah stood on the
slope of Mount Zemaraim that is in the hill
country of Ephraim, and said, ‘Listen to me,
Jeroboam and all Israel! Do you not know that the
Lord God of Israel gave the kingship over Israel for
ever to David and his sons by a covenant of salt?
Yet Jeroboam son of Nebat, a servant of Solomon
son of David, rose up and rebelled against his
lord; and certain worthless scoundrels gathered
round him and defied Rehoboam son of Solomon,
when Rehoboam was young and irresolute and
could not withstand them.

‘And now you think that you can withstand the
kingdom of the Lord in the hand of the sons of
David, because you are a great multitude and
have with you the golden calves that Jeroboam
made as gods for you. Have you not driven out
the priests of the Lord, the descendants of Aaron,
and the Levites, and made priests for yourselves
like the peoples of other lands? Whoever comes
to be consecrated with a young bull or seven
rams becomes a priest of what are no gods. But
as for us, the Lord is our God, and we have not
abandoned him. We have priests ministering to
the Lord who are descendants of Aaron, and
Levites for their service. They offer to the Lord
every morning and every evening burnt-offerings
and fragrant incense, set out the rows of bread
on the table of pure gold, and care for the golden
lampstand so that its lamps may burn every
evening; for we keep the charge of the Lord our
God, but you have abandoned him. See, God is
with us at our head, and his priests have their
battle trumpets to sound the call to battle against
you. O Israelites, do not fight against the Lord, the
God of your ancestors; for you cannot succeed.’



Jeroboam had sent an ambush around to come
on them from behind; thus his troops were in
front of Judah, and the ambush was behind them.
When Judah turned, the battle was in front of
them and behind them. They cried out to the
Lord, and the priests blew the trumpets. Then the
people of Judah raised the battle shout. And
when the people of Judah shouted, God defeated
Jeroboam and all Israel before Abijah and Judah.
The Israelites fled before Judah, and God gave
them into their hands. Abijah and his army
defeated them with great slaughter; five hundred
thousand picked men of Israel fell slain. Thus the
Israelites were subdued at that time, and the
people of Judah prevailed, because they relied on
the Lord, the God of their ancestors. Abijah
pursued Jeroboam, and took cities from him:
Bethel with its villages and Jeshanah with its
villages and Ephron with its villages. Jeroboam did
not recover his power in the days of Abijah; the
Lord struck him down, and he died. But Abijah
grew strong. He took fourteen wives, and became
the father of twenty-two sons and sixteen
daughters. The rest of the acts of Abijah, his
behaviour and his deeds, are written in the story
of the prophet Iddo.

So Abijah slept with his ancestors, and they
buried him in the city of David. His son Asa
succeeded him. In his days the land had rest for
ten years.

Mark 14:43-52

Immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas,
one of the twelve, arrived; and with him there
was a crowd with swords and clubs, from the
chief priests, the scribes, and the elders. Now the
betrayer had given them a sign, saying, ‘The one |
will kiss is the man; arrest him and lead him away
under guard.” So when he came, he went up to
him at once and said, ‘Rabbi!” and kissed him.
Then they laid hands on him and arrested him.
But one of those who stood near drew his sword
and struck the slave of the high priest, cutting off
his ear. Then Jesus said to them, ‘Have you come
out with swords and clubs to arrest me as though
| were a bandit? Day after day | was with you in
the temple teaching, and you did not arrest me.

But let the scriptures be fulfilled.” All of them
deserted him and fled.

A certain young man was following him, wearing
nothing but a linen cloth. They caught hold of
him, but he left the linen cloth and ran off naked.

The Collect of the Day

Almighty God,

you have made us for yourself,

and our hearts are restless till they find their rest
in you:

pour your love into our hearts and draw us to
yourself,

and so bring us at last to your heavenly city
where we shall see you face to face;

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.



